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We are grateful to be able to report that all is well with Kleinmond Street Watch. We attribute
this to the widespread support of the residents of our town and the truly selfless
endeavours by a small group of volunteers, the members of our operational arm, Kleinmond
Night Watch, who are active in their efforts to contain crime and keep Kleinmond safe.
However, the Covid 19 pandemic also had a negative influence on their work, and since the
beginning of the second term there have been no patrols.
At the start of the lockdown volunteers were needed to take food to housebound and needy
residents, and among those who stepped forward were a group of KSW members. Although they
were daily exposed to people who might have had the virus, they were there when needed. We
owe them a large debt of gratitude.

1. Organisation of KSW

Kleinmond is divided into 10 wards. The Management Committee of KSW held monthly meetings
and reported to members once every two weeks whenever possible. Much of the information and
advice they gave members originated in the weekly JOCOM meetings attended by a committee
member.

Residents and property owners are urged to register as members of KSW (this can be done online
at the KSW website) and display the KSW notice at their properties.

1. KSW’s operational arm, Kleinmond Night Watch

Membership of KSW does not automatically mean membership of KNW. A KSW member has to
join KNW voluntarily. They need to accept a prescribed code of conduct, sign an indemnity form,
and receive police clearance. KNW members use their own vehicles to participate in the organised
patrolling of Kleinmond streets. There are of course costs to patrol work and that is why KSW
regularly asks its members and local businesses to support the patrols financially. KSW
membership is not affected, however, if a member cannot make a contribution.

As the Kleinmond Special Rating Area will be implemented in the near future, KSW will need to
discuss the future role of the KNW and its patrols.

KSW was registered with the Department of Community Safety as a neighbourhood watch, but
accreditation has to be renewed every two years. This year we therefore had to apply again, and
also comply with the added requirement that patrol volunteers should supply their fingerprints and
again get police clearance. Lockdown did not make it easy to be ready in time, but we did get the
fingerprints of half of the patrol volunteers during May and June. The police to gave the necessary
clearance for them.

3. Weekly meeting with the police (JOCOM)

The KSW secretary, Vic Brink, attends the weekly JOCOM meeting with the police. Here the
various role-players concerned with crime previntion are informed about crime-related matters in



2

so far as the police are allowed to make them known. These meetings allow KSW to give out
information, warnings and tips regarding crime to its members via e-mail, social media and the
local newspaper.

KSW mostly communicates to its members via e-mail, and we therefore ask members who do not
receive our fortnightly newsletter to contact KSW and provide their e-mail addresses.

4. Kleinmond/Hangklip Safety and Security Forum

A member of the Management Committee represents KSW on the Kleinmond/Hangklip Safety and
Security Forum. The forum meets from time to time with the OM Department of Law Enforcement
to discuss matters such as operational plans for the holidays when thousands of people visit the
area and this department is put under huge pressure. These meetings form an additional base for
cooperation between the various role-players.

5. Community Police Forum

A new CPF committee was chosen and the chairperson, Jacques Oosthuizen, is enthusiastic and
determined to make the CPF work well. We wish them every success. KSW is represented on the
CPF by its chairperson, Gustave Erlank. Committee member Johan Carstens takes his place when
necessary.

6. Contingency plan

During the riots in Kleinmond and the fire disaster in Betty’s Bay the lack of a proper contingency
plan for Kleinmond, Betty’s Bay, Pringle Bay and Rooi Els became apparent. We decided to
develop our own plan and appointed a committee under the leadership of Gustav Erlank to do so.
The plan was duly developed and sent to the OM Department of Disaster Management. Their
feedback was positive. The first practical testing and exercise can now be done to ensure that
every member knows what is expected from him/her in a disaster situation. Covid-19 has, of
course, so far prevented this from happening.

7. Special Rating Area – SRA steering committee

After a very long process, OM accepted our request to be declared a Special Rating Area on 17
March 2020. Congratulations to the longsuffering Steering Committee and everything of the best
for the implementation phase.

One reason for the long delay was a difference in opinion regarding OM’s role in crime prevention.
This matter was only resolved in 2018 when municipalities’ powers were expanded to include
crime prevention as one of its duties.

The committee of KSW agreed to make the necessary funds available for the cost of getting KSRA
approved. These costs will be paid back to KSW over time, starting whenever KSRA can be
implemented.

The KSRA steering committee was supposed to create a non-profit company in April and May
2020, organise a meeting of property owners and elect a board of directors. This could not happen
because of the Covid-19 lockdown. The Steering Committee was therefore forced to ask for a
year’s postponement for this last phase of the process. It regrets this necessity, but also takes into
account the fact that many property and business owners are suffering financially and will probably
welcome the delay.

The memorandum of incorporation (MOI) for the creation of the NPC has now been finalised and
approved by OM. The financial agreement with OM has been developed and is now in the process
of negotiations about the final wording thereof.
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8. Thank you for exceptional service to the community

In the meantime KSW continues with its normal activities, depending heavily on volunteers’
participation, support and donations. People are more aware and more willing to accept
responsibility for their own safety, and often supply information that leads to arrests. We thank you
all for this, and ask that we continue as we have started.

Thank you to the regular patrol volunteers and the Management Committee for their selfless
service to the community. Thank you also to the residents and business owners who donate to
KSW. Without this support we would not be able to continue the patrols.


